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January 6, 2016 
 
Dear Parents, 

 
And we’re back!  I hope you enjoyed all the time that was shared with family and friends 

over our Christmas and New Year’s holidays!  They create such special memories for us all to 
treasure.  As we begin a new calendar year, let us take the time to make memories and create 
new experiences for our families and students. 
 
New Year’s Blessings for you: 
 

May this year be significant in your journey 

May your joy spring 

May you be fresh like a child and wise like an elder 

May your belly be full of laughter 

May you find something that you’ve been looking for 

May you love well 

May you give beyond what is reasonable 

May you be loved 

May you look around and see the wonder all around 

May you be thankful 

May regrets transform into lessons and pain forgotten 

May you breathe deeply 

May you be drawn into the stories all around you 

May you and yours be blessed 

 
Blessings, 

  

Mrs. Gina Beal 
Principal 
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Upcoming Items  
January  7 Kindergarten Screening Day #2 for K Class of ‘16-’17 

 
11 Used Uniform Sale - 2:00 to 3:00pm - Bedford Hall 

(See flier attached) 
 
12 Car line and new dismissal procedures begin!  

(See letter below) 
School tour by appointment @ 8:30am 
Parish Council Meeting – 7:30PM at the Quinn Center 

 
14 8th grade Graduation pictures 

Kindergarten Screening Day #3 for K Class of ‘16-’17 
Alumni Board Meeting – 7PM – Library 

 
16 Beautification Committee meets 9:00am - 12:00pm 

 
18 Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Holiday - No School  

 
19 Oral Spell-A-Thon for grades 2-8 

 
21 Kindergarten Screening Day #4 for K Class of ‘16-’17  

 
22 2nd Quarter Reports Cards go home 

 
25 Minimum Day: 12:30pm dismissal 

Professional Development for faculty 
 

26 School tour by appointment @ 8:30am 
A​dventures ​I​n ​M​usic Concert for Grades 3, 4 & 5 at St. 
Gabriel  
School Board Meeting @ 7:00pm - Faculty Room 
Second Grade First Reconciliation @ 7:00pm - Church 

 
27 Parent Support Group: ​Positive Discipline​ @ 7pm in 

Library 
 

28 Kindergarten Screening Day #5 for K Class of ‘16-’17  
 

29 Alumni Hot Dog Lunch 
 
31 - Feb 6 Catholic Schools Week 
 “Communities of Faith, Knowledge & Service” 
  
 31 Catholic Schools Week Mass – 10AM – St. Gabriel  



 

Church: Planned by the Third Grade – All are Invited 
 

February 2016 2 Parent Board Meeting @ 7:00pm - Faculty Room  
 

5 Archdiocesan Curriculum Conference – All Day – 
 STUDENT HOLIDAY  
 
NEW!! CAR LINE AND DISMISSAL PROCEDURES BEGIN JANUARY 12TH 
As you have read above and in the separate hard copy letter that went home today, we will be 
implementing a new dismissal structure for the safety of all and the efficiency of SG dismissal 
time.  The letter is attached to the end of this newsletter.  Please take some time to review the 
letter, and relay the information with other caregivers who may pick up your children. 
 
APPLICATIONS FOR 2016-2017 – ALL GRADES 
As you read the January calendar, five dates have been set for the screening of new children for 
next year’s kindergarten class.  Those children will be interviewed by the Kindergarten and 
Enrichment teachers in small groups.  Melissa Campos and Gina Beal will host parents in the 
Multipurpose Room while the screening takes place. 
  
Testing for students for grades 1-8 will be on Monday in early February. These applications need 
to be returned to the school office by Friday, February 5th, 2016. 
  
ADVENT WORKS OF MERCY 
During Advent, we intensified our efforts to be aware of and to reach out to those in need. 
Individual class projects included: 
  
1. Many classes wrote Christmas Cards for a Sodality Project. 
  
2. Classes 3A and 3B organized the donation of used books to be given to the Children’s 
 Book Project.  All grades supported this drive.  

Their efforts totaled over 2,000 books! 
  
3. Gabriel’s Crooners donated to Toys for Tots. 
 
It is wonderful to hear of many families who consistently volunteer at shelters and at the food 
banks with their children.  The works of Mercy and the Social Teachings of the Catholic Church 
are alive in our St. Gabriel Community. 
 
SF Food Bank Volunteer Opportunity 
Please join St. Gabriel and the St. Gabriel Asian Community at the SF Food Bank on January 9, 
2016 from 12:30-3:30pm, where we will help to sort and/or package food, and make a difference 
in our community.  ​Both parents and students can earn service hours for this event. 
Children 8 and over are welcome to participate. Please contact Richard Murphy 
atmur53phy@comcast.net​ with any questions, and to let us know how many are in your family 
or group. 
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WHAT A WONDERFUL & APPRECIATED PARTY!! 
The school faculty and staff would like to THANK all parents for their generous gifts and for the 
contributions to our faculty and staff Christmas party.  The festive lunch was held on the last day 
of school before Christmas vacation and all enjoyed the celebration! 
Chairpersons, Anna Totah and Norma O’Connell, along with their committees made sure our 
every need was met as we relaxed after a busy week. 
 
Thank you again and know you and your families are always in our prayers for a healthy, happy 
New Year! 
  
USED UNIFORM SALE: JAN. 11, 2016 
Many thanks to Katie Oshita (Emily, 1B) for taking over our used uniform supply, and beginning 
to manage the inventory as well as  organizing sales throughout the school year.  The very first 
sale of used uniforms will be on Monday, 1/11 in Bedford Hall from 2pm until 3pm.  This is 
usually a good time to refresh those uniforms for the rest of the school year! 
 
Report Card date change 
The 2nd Quarter report cards will be sent home on ​Friday, January 22, 2016​.  The 2nd Quarter 
grading will close as follows: K-7 closes on Friday, January 15th; 8th grade closes on Friday, 
January 8th (due to high school transcript requirements). 
 
SPELL-A-THON NEWS 
The School Annual Spell-a-Thon will take place on Tuesday January 19th, 2016 in the library. 
Students (2nd through 8th grade) who have qualified,based on their written test,will be eligible 
to participate. You are invited to view the Spelling Bee “live” in the faculty room via our school 
TV system.  
 
Sponsorship forms are due on Monday, January 11th.  Spell-a-Thon packets including the 
sponsorship forms are available on the parent organization website at 
http://new.sgsparents.com 
*Please note the pledge monies are not due until February 9th.* 
 
For questions please contact Mala Gurbuxani at ​mala.gurbuxani@gmail.com  
 
Art Program News 
Hello and Happy New Year! A huge thanks to the many parents that help out with  
art in the classrooms, and for the donations for art supplies! Your support is invaluable and 
allows us to teach art to a greater scope and depth. 
Cheers, 
Michele Gachowski, Renee McKenna and Esther Lam  
 
Here are the highlights for the past few months! 
 
Kindergarteners have had a blast exploring different mediums: collage, painting, printing, clay… 
while learning their letters. This week we painted fish on tin foil while learning the letter F. 
 
1st graders have been exploring artists such as Hundertwasser, Diebenkorn and Jasper Johns, 
while learning color theory. They’ve also learned tin art and sewing!  
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Some of the projects for 2nd graders have been about exploring color. We’ve done this through 
mixing clay to make birds for The Feast of St. Francis, painting pumpkins while highlighting 
value and shadows, and working with chalk and oil pastels to create Christmas lights. 
 
3rd graders have been busy painting with different mediums, stenciling, weaving and creating 
Hupa Yurok purses in conjunction with their studies of Native Americans.  
 
With Mrs. McKenna, 4th graders have done life drawings, string art, created art with oil and 
chalk pastels, explored the works of Modigliani and painted beautiful tornadoes. 
 
Led by Mrs. Gachowski, 5th graders have been doing Civil War era art, Van Gogh paintings and 
explored local artist Douglas Tilden. Next up, Diego Rivera!  Creating art connected to their 
curriculum, 6th graders have created Lascaux cave drawings, Egyptian grid drawings, Day of the 
Dead wire art, and more. 
 
7th graders have created beautiful works of art while learning to draw with grids and in 
perspective. Come up to the 2nd floor to check out their artist’s projects and the mural of “The 
Starry Night”. 
 
8th graders have been doing a variety of works with clay and paints. Most recently they have 
been focused on learning to shade while creating word sculptures and their own portraits. 
 
ARCHDIOCESAN FAMILY GRANT APPLICATION NOTICE  
A Reminder:  The 2016-2017 TADS financial aid application is now available to complete online. 
  
The TADS company will process applications for the Archdiocesan Family Grant tuition 
assistance program.  All interested families need to fill out an online application. 
  
To apply for an Archdiocesan Family Grant, parents need to go to the TADS website, 
www.tads.com​.  Once on their homepage click the link “Apply for Financial Aid” on the right 
side of the page, which is under the “Parents & Families” heading.  Once you have completed 
filling out the online form, submit it online and your application will be processed.  The deadline 
for completing the application for elementary school assistance is April 15, 2016.  If you have 
any questions, please do not hesitate to give the school office a call. 
  
Tuition assistance is distributed throughout the Archdiocese after financial need has been 
assessed.  Online financial assistance forms must be filled out before tuition assistance from the 
Archdiocese or St. Gabriel School can be considered. 
 
The Parent Board needs your help! 
The Parent Organization Board is in need of a parent that is willing to shadow and take over our 
annual school raffle next school year.  This year’s raffle will be led by the current chairperson, 
and she is willing to take a new parent along every step of the way.   This “event” is an easy way 
to get your hours done on your own time, and most of it in your own home!  Please contact Mrs. 
Beal if you are interested. 
 
Who needs Crab when you can have a Casino?! 
Due to the unfortunate crabbing season that we have been dealt, the annual Crab Feed has been 
replaced with a new and exciting evening for parents to enjoy. 

http://www.tads.com/
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Mark your calendars for St. Gabriel's Casino Night on Saturday, February 27th from 7-11:00pm. 
There will be eats, beverages, a DJ and, of course, a night filled with Blackjack, Craps, and 
Roulette!  Come and play for monetary raffle prizes at the end of the evening!  More information 
to follow shortly. 
 
SCHOOL TOURS 
Thank you to the Lucey family and all of our parents who referred their friends and family to St. 
Gabriel School. You continue to be our best advertisers. We have 2 more school tours left for the 
2015-16 school year (see the Tours page of the school website ​www.stgabrielsf.com​). Keep 
spreading the word. When you do, you help others with their school search and help keep 
enrollment strong at St. Gabriel. 
 
2015-16 PARENT ANNUAL GIVING 
We are about halfway through this year’s campaign! Budget planning for the 2016-17 school year 
begins soon. Monetary pledges are an important factor in determining tuition for the upcoming 
school year. If you have not yet pledged, it's not too late! Don’t forget, you can also receive a tax 
deduction on monetary pledges made before the end of the 2015. See the flyer following this 
bulletin for more information. 
 
TAX RECEIPT 
If you made a single donation to St. Gabriel School in 2015 in the amount of $250 or more and 
did not receive verification for tax purposes or need a duplicate, contact Alice Lawrie in the 
Development Office. For monetary donations, please provide a copy of your check and note what 
the donation was for. Receipts can be provided for large in-kind donations (e.g., equipment, 
computer), however, a value of the item is not provided on the receipt. 
 
New Dismissal Procedures Letter 
Dear Parents, 
 
Safety of our students, parents, faculty and staff is always at the top of our list here at St. 
Gabriel.  This is why the faculty and I have collaborated to restructure our dismissal procedures. 
The adjustment of these procedures are also backed by the Department of Catholic Schools 
and Father Tom Hamilton.  As a group, we decided that implementing an option of a car line 
pick­up system would be the safest and most efficient dismissal structure for our school. 
 
Beginning on Tuesday, January 12th, 2016, you will have the option to use the car line 
pick up system for dismissal.  Please review the map below and take note of the 
guidelines listed. 

­ Students going to Extended Care (EC) will be picked up by EC staff in the school 
building.  K­3 will be picked up and taken to EC at 2:45pm and students in grades 4 ­ 8 
will be picked up at 3:00pm.  Students going to after­school activities in the school 
building will report to the designated classroom.  All other students will proceed to car 
line with their teacher for 3:00pm dismissal.   

­ Parents may still park and walk onto campus to pick up students.  Students will be in 
class lines just on the other side of the gym and rectory garage.  Those walking with 
adults can be picked up at the dismissal location. 

­ Those participating in car line pick up will line up starting at the parking lot gate on 41st 
Avenue.  The gates will open 15 minutes before dismissal. Cars will enter the school 

http://www.stgabrielsf.com/


 

yard and wait for the students to arrive.  Once dismissal time, 3:00pm, arrives Mrs. 
Campos will call out Family Last Names and Script Numbers to alert students from class 
lines.  Safety Patrol members and faculty members on duty will assist students entering 
cars.  Cars will then move through the school yard and exit at the gate onto Ulloa and 
40th.   

­ Any students ​not 
leaving campus under 
an adult’s supervision 
and has the walking 
permission slip 
complete,​ will be 
dismissed to walk off 
campus once car line 
is finished.  Please see 
attached ​After School 
Walking Permission 
Form​. 
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AFTER SCHOOL WALKING PERMISSION FORM 
SCHOOL YEAR:  2015­2016 

  
  
FAMILY NAME ____________________________________________________  
  
Student: ____________________________________________ Class: ______ 
Student: ____________________________________________ Class: ______ 
Student: ____________________________________________ Class: ______ 
Student: ____________________________________________ Class: ______ 
Student: ____________________________________________ Class: ______ 
 
 
We request that our child(ren) be permitted to walk home or to a site selected by our 
family at dismissal time on the school days we have designated.  We understand that 
our child(ren) will be dismissed following the car line pick up on the days we have 
designated below. 

(Please circle the appropriate days) 
M   T   W   TH   F 

  
We understand that our child(ren) will leave campus on their own and follow directions 
that we have given them to proceed to walk home or to a site selected by our family. 
We understand that St. Gabriel School does not provide supervision for students 
leaving campus on their own with parental permission.  St. Gabriel School assumes no 
liability for students after they have left the school campus. 
  
______________________________  __________________________ 
Parent Name (Printed)  Parent Name (Printed) 
  
______________________________  __________________________ 
Parent Signature  Parent Signature 
  
Date _______________  Received by the School Office _______ 
 



SAVE THE DATE  

St. Gabriel Support Group:  

Wednesday, January 27th 7-8:30 PM  
St. Gabriel Library 

ALL PARENTS WELCOME! 

Mechele Pruitt from parent’s place 
will host a special parent education 
night focusing on the topic of 
Positive Discipline  

*See attached Flyer for more 
information 

RSVP by 1/18  mtapia@stgabrielsf.com	
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Positive Discipline 
(all ages)  

January 27 
Wednesday 

St. Gabriel School 
 

 
        

During this class we will explore parenting styles, family 
history, what the word "discipline" really means, 
temperament, setting limits, and new strategies for more 
effective discipline. 
 

With Mechele Pruitt, Parents Place Director 
 

Mechele Pruitt has worked in the field of early 
childhood and education for more than 25 years. She 
owned and operated two successful preschools for 16 
years in the Silicon Valley, where she trained 
teachers in best practices and the Reggio Emilia 
philosophy of Northern Italy. 

Parents Place San Francisco 
1710 Scott Street - San Francisco, CA 94115 

www.parentsplaceonline.org 
 

FOLLOW US: 
www.facebook.com/ParentsPlaceOrg 

www.twitter.com/ParentsPlaceOrg 
 

http://parentsplaceonline.org/staff/mechele-pruitt-ba/
http://parentsplaceonline.org/staff/mechele-pruitt-ba/
http://www.parentsplaceonline.org/
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We will begin holding spirit days once a month on 
Fridays. Listed below are the themes and dates for 
the spirit days in the upcoming year. 

-­‐ January 29: Mis-Matched Day

-­‐ February 26: Patriotic Day 

-­‐ March 18: Twin or Triplet Day

-­‐ April 29: Class Crayon Box Day

-­‐ May 20: Favorite Sports Team Day

A flyer will be sent the week before each Spirit Day 
with more information about what to wear that 
day. 

School Spirit Days 

Sponsored by the St. Gabriel Student Council 



Used uniforms are coming to a gym near you!!! 

Did your child grow 2 inches over Christmas break?  Are those pants floods, 
shirts not tucking in and skirts way too short???  Why spend $50 on a new skirt 
and $35 on a new sweater when you can spend just $5 and $3???  Don’t worry, 
the Used Uniform sale will be on Monday January 11th from 2-3pm in the 
gym!!!  

We still need help.   

HOW?  We are looking for parent donations (***REMEMBER YOUR CAN GET PARENT  
HOURS !!!!) of large plastic totes with locking handles. 

WHAT? Well we need 10 Sterilite Ultra 70 qt clear storage tote, clear with gray lids.   

WHY? We want an organized set-up that will not only make it easier for parents to find the right 
sizes, but to keep them nice, clean and tidy. 

But WHY these?:  These bins lock and all fit well together.  Also, they are reasonably priced 
($8.99 at Target) and besides you can use Scrip to obtain them.  What a deal! 

Please drop off any bins at the clinic, and any used uniforms as well. 

If you are interested getting parent hours by helping with the used uniforms 
sales, contact Katie Oshita at rnangel425@comcast.net 

Remember check is preferred but cash is also acceptable.  NO credit cards 
sorry. 

Sterilite® Ultra™ 70 Qt Clear Storage Tote - Clear with Gray Lid 

� $8.99


	 Number of Pieces: 2

Includes: Lid

Features: Transparent, Stackable, Lidded

Primary Item Stored: Bedding, sports equipment, Clothing

Material: Plastic

Protective Qualities: Acid Free

Closure Type: Latches

Care and Cleaning: Wipe Clean
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